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Director's Note 
The central story of these vocal works and opera is about love. Love is always complicated, but has the 
potential to be the greatest experience in the world. I hope the audience will reflect on their loves 
through watching the value of love represented in many of the characters in this evening's performances. 
The process of art is always beautiful; but this opera process has been one of the biggest challenges to 
me because I had to work with artists of a different genre. Of course, it has been an amazing experience 
working with them to create a message that the audience can appreciate. During this process, I 
sometimes felt that I was not enough of a director and I even that I did not know what was going in this 
art form. Also, I was mad and disappointed at myself. However, together, we overcame! We all saw we 
were not enough1 but we overcame and we did it! This is why I love being an artist. Being together on 
the stage to deliver the message of these works is always beautiful. I really hope you enjoy our art and 
think about the meaning of love. Love is here, there, and everywhere. Also: love will never ever die. 
Thank you for coming to this show! -Myeongsik Jang 
A Note from the Artistic Director 
As the Artistic Director of Illinois Festival Opera and an Associate Professor of Music in the voice area 
here at Illinois State University, it is my pleasure to welcome you to this Illinois Festival Opera 
performance of Benjamin Britten's twentieth-century Canticle II: Abraham and Isaac and the dramatic 
cantata Phaedra alongside Henry Purcell's English Renaissance opera Dido and Aeneas. This evening's 
extended solo vocal and operatic works explore a wide range of human experiences and the lengths to 
which human beings will go to establish, to challenge, and to affirm their relationships with the divine, 
with their families, lovers, and society, extending beyond life even unto death. Abraham and Isaac 
navigate a test of ultimate faith, as the elderly Abraham is called upon to sacrifice his son Isaac in an act 
of obedience before YHWH, the G-d of Israel. The Voice of G--d speaks through both characters at 
pivotal moments in the drama. Fifteenth century Christian ideology and images of the Trinity are 
imposed onto the texts the ancient Hebrew texts. Phaedra plumbs the depths of grief, retrospection, 
love, wild lust, and the limits of sanity. Dido, Queen of Carthage, is caught between her perceptions of 
service to her people and her love for the warrior Aeneas. Sorceresses of darkness control fate and 
appeal to the basest of human instincts. Rich with Greco-Roman imagery and references to mythology, 
Purcell and Tate render a most elegant submission to duty and selflessness. -Justin Vickers 
Illinois Festival Opera is the active and growing opera experience at Ill inois State University. Created 
formally in 2014, IFO offers performance opportunities for emerging artists of national prominence and 
young student-artists who are just entering the study of opera. Yet IFO emerges from a rich history of 
producing opera at Illinois State University. IFO mounts productions every semester ranging from one-
act operas and extended opera scenes to full, evening-length operas from American and British 
composers in addition to works from the standard European operatic canon. 
Illinois Festivaf Opera is committed to providing high-level performance opportunities across the SOM 
and SOTD. This production involves student-artists representing majors in voice performance, choral 
music education, collaborative piano, piano performance, choral conducting, orchestral conducting, 
wind conducting, and muSic therapy. • 
Special thanks to Robert Quinlan in the SOTO for believing in the vision of collaborative opportunities 
for MFA Directing majors with the student artists of Opera Practicum; to Glenn Block for continuing the 
collaborative efforts of offering conducting opportunities to Master of Music Conducting degree 
candidates; to Tuyen Tonnu and Geoffrey Duce for their support of Collaborative Piano degree 
candidates working as repetiteurs in opera. 
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Canticle II: Abraham and Isaac, Op. 51 (1952) 
Text from The Chester Miracle Play 
Phaedra, Op. 93 (1975) 
Abraham CALEB BENT 
Isaac KATHERINE COSENZA 
Stage Director - Myeongsik Jang 
Pianist - Amanda Eversole 
Text from a verse translation of 
Racine's Phedre by Robert Lowell 
Phaedra SIDNEY MEGEFF 
Stage Director- Myeongsik Jang 
Conductor- Justyn Jost 
Pianist - Hae Ra Jang 
Percussion - Matthew James 
Benjamin Britten 
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Dido and Aeneas, Z. 626 
(1683-88/89; Britten/Imogen Holst realization, 
1951, rev. 1958-59), Libretto by Nahum Tate 
Dido RACHEL KAY MILLER 
Aeneas MATTHEWVALA 
Belinda HAYLEY KOCH 
Second Woman LOGAN GUTTSCHOW 
Sorceress KENZIE AHLMAN 
First Witch HANNAH JOHNSON 
Second Witch RACHEL ANN MILLER 
Spirit SOPHIE REMMERT 
First Sailor KEVIN RAHTJEN 
Henry Purcell 
(1659-1695) 
Chorus MACAULEY ALLEN 
ELIZABETH FARRIS BYERLINE 
TAYLOR CHIOROS 
RILEY NAHLIK 
DOMINIC REGNER 
ROBERT VOELKER 
CAROLYN WEHR 
Stage Director - Myeongsik Jang 
Conductor - Nicolas Kapustiansky 
Pianists - Alexa Sowers and Andrew Maya 
Choreography - Sophie Remmert and Kevin Rahtjen 
Lighting Designer- Myeongsik Jang 
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